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Trees around KC will give 
scarves, hats, gloves 
to people in need 


The holiday tree in the lobby of MarksNelson accounting firm is wrapped in scarves donated and knitted by employees. Beth Van 
Leeuwen (from left), Linda Freeman and Kim Woirhaye-Reid are among the volunteers for the program. 


BY RICK MONTGOMERY 
rmontgomery@kcstar.com 


For the past few weeks, some 
employees of MarksNelson 
Certified Public Accountants 
have been knitting up a storm 
in the lunchroom. 

Including Nick Tinoco, a new 
knitter, who joined several 
women colleagues in making 
scarves and stocking caps that 
they’ll be tying to branches, 
light poles and fence posts 
around the metro. 

“I couldn’t resist the email” 
asking for help, explained Tino- 
co, a new dad who hopes some- 
day to knit with his daughter. 
“So on a family drive to Col- 
orado over Thanksgiving, in- 
stead of sleeping in the back 
seat I was knitting away.” 

The Kansas City accounting 


firm hatched “Wrapped in 
Warmth” last Christmas, when 
employees tied new scarves 
around trees at Washington 
Square Park. They wanted 
anyone who needed extra 
warmth that winter to take the 
accessories. 

“This year our goal was to 
collect 800 items. And we hit 
1,700,” said Kim Woirhaye- 
Reid, the company’s marketing 
specialist. “Maybe you’re a 
single mom with two jobs and 
aren’t technically homeless? If 
you see one of our scarves, go 
ahead and take it.” 

Whether hand-knitted or 
store-bought, bundles of 
scarves, caps and gloves are 
overflowing in barrels and 
sacks at MarksNelson. Some 
items adorn a tree in the office. 

Come Thursday, Dec. 21, the 
winter accessories will be hang- 
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In addition to Washington 
Square Park, the items this year 
will be available for plucking in 
the West Bottoms, near City 
Union Mission and around the 
downtown public library. Each 
bundle will be tagged with a 
message: “The spirit of the 
season has found you. We hope 
this item keeps you wrapped in 
warmth all winter long.” 

In 2016, several hundred 
winter accessories were taken 
within an hour. 

MarksNelson will be accept- 
ing donations (no used items, 
please) through Tuesday, Dec. 
19, at the company headquar- 
ters, 1310 E. 104th St. 

Woirhaye-Reid said she also 
could pick up items. She can be 
reached at 816-743-7700. 


COME THURSDAY, THE 
WINTER ACCESSORIES 
WILL BE HANGING IN 
PUBLIC LOCATIONS 
FOR ANYONE IN NEED 
TO TAKE. 


ing at several public locations 
for people in need to grab. 

At least 150 of the items have 
been knitted by employees. 
Workers at Blue Ocean Con- 
sulting, Excel Constructors and 
DMC Service Inc. pitched in. 

“It’s a lot more rewarding to 
be able to put in some time and 
give a little piece of you to 
someone else,” said Linda 
Freeman, who helped start the 
knitting group. 


Rick Montgomery: 
816-234-4410, @rmontgomery_r 


GOP 
makes 
tax-bill 
case to 
public 


BY JEFF STEIN AND MIKE DEBONIS 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON 

Republicans, confident 
they’ve found the votes to pass a 
massive tax overhaul, entered 
the next phase of their effort 
Sunday, attempting to sell the 
plan to a public that polling 
suggests is deeply skeptical. 

GOP leaders argued that the 
tax bill - the final version of 
which was un- 
veiled Friday - is 
aimed primarily 
at helping the 
middle class, 
brushing aside 
nonpartisan ana- 
lyses that show 


Steven the bulk of the 

Mnuchin legislation’s bene- 
fits would go to 
the wealthy and 


to corporations. 
“This is a very 
large tax cut for 
working fam- 
ilies,” Treasury 
Secretary Steven 


Mnuchin told 
Paul CNN. He said 
Ryan some upper- 


income families, 
particularly in blue states, would 
actually see their taxes go up 
because of the reduction of the 
state and local tax deduction 
under the plan. 

The sales pitch is trying to 
turn public opinion in favor of a 
$1.46 trillion Republican bill 
that centers on a massive tax 
rate decrease for corporations 
and a dramatic reduction in the 
estate tax, which is paid only by 
a fraction of the wealthiest 
American families. 

The bill’s long-term implica- 
tions for the middle class are 
complicated, depending both on 
an individual family’s circum- 
stances and decisions that won’t 
be made for years. 


SEE TAXES, 8A 


Special counsel obtains 
thousands of emails 
from Trump transition 


BY STEPHEN BRAUN AND CHAD DAY 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON 
Special counsel Robert Muell- 
er’s investigation into Russian 
contacts with President Donald 
Trump’s campaign has gained 
access to thousands of emails 
sent and received by Trump 
officials before the start of his 
administration, according to 
several people familiar with 
Trump’s transition organization. 


But the investigators did not 
directly request the records 
from Trump’s still-existing tran- 
sition group, Trump for Amer- 
ica, and instead obtained them 
from the General Services Ad- 
ministration, a separate federal 
agency that stored the material, 
according to those familiar with 
the Trump transition organiza- 
tion. 

The tens of thousands of 
emails in question pertain to 13 
senior Trump transition offi- 
cials. Many of the emails that 


Mueller’s investigators have 
now include national security 
discussions about possible 
Trump international aims as 
well as candid assessments of 
candidates for top government 
posts, said those familiar with 
the transition. They spoke to 
The Associated Press on condi- 
tion of anonymity because of 
the records’ sensitivity. 

On Saturday, Kory Langhofer, 
general counsel for the transi- 
tion group, sent a letter to two 
congressional committees argu- 
ing that the GSA had improperly 
provided the transition records 
to Mueller’s investigators. In the 
letter to the Republican chair- 
men of the House Oversight and 
the Senate Homeland Security 
committees, Langhofer con- 
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Three people and a dog 
aboard a flight from 
Kansas City to Maryland 
die when the plane 
crashes in Indiana. 4A 
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KREMLIN: PUTIN 
THANKS TRUMP 


Russia’s Vladimir Putin 
phones Donald Trump to 
thank him for a CIA tip 
that helped thwart 
bombings. 8A 
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